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7. Verdict for third degree burns over 409 of body.
Delk v. Conureville Township Hospital, et af., 5t
Clair Counry, [lLnots.

Deew C. Bashler and Michast L, Mepple (St. Louis)
for plaintiff. David Nester. Charlens Cromesns, Timothy
Richards, JoDe= Favrs Jones, Stzcl Yandle (Bellevile) and
David Coffrnan and Joseph Hiilsbrand (5t. Louis), Robam
Schuler, Jr. (Edwardsviile): and Mark Mewzger (Chicago, TL)
for defendants.  In Dec=mber, 1991, Lzssic Delk who bad
bean diagnosed as psychotic was admimed o Caameville
Towmnship Hospital by Dr. Deanis and Dr. Bernard for
wrzamnent of a condinton involving congestive heart failurs.
Upon admission into the hospital, she was disconticued from
all anti-psychotic medications. During her hospitalization for
3 day and 2 half she acted bizarrely. She was ticd dowa in
her hospil bed and her door was parially shut. Shorly
afer the firs doors closad, it was discovered that she was on
fire. Plaintff brought suit against the Hospiwl, the qurses,
rwo doctors and the manufacourer of the posey restraim and
the bed linens. The allegations regarding the products wers
that they should have besn firz resistant. The allegations
against the medical providers were that the plainnff should
not have been adminted to this hospial, she was not properly
sedated, and she was not adequately monitored or observed.
Dalk was transported to St. John's Hospital in St. Louis
where she was w=aied for her third and fourth degres burns.
She conrinues 1o survive. [essie was 66 years oid when she
was bummed, Medical:  Nearly 3500,000. Ceoogeville
Hospital was self-insured; all other defendants had insurance.
By first day of mial senlemant was reached with all except
owo defendanrs.  Verdicr: 37, 226.000 against Dr. Dennis
witich was offser by previous senlements towalling $1. 160,000
againss the defendanis except the Hospiral which serled for
an addirignal confidennal amourn,

Plaintiff’s Expert: James “Red” Coble, Carmen formealy employed by defendant, from
Springfield, MO. Live: Dr. George Schoedinger, Orthopedic Surgeon,
reating doctor from St Lous, MO lLive; Donald Osuum, Safety and Liabiliry
Expert, rom Minneapols, Minnesom, live.

Defendant's Experts several experts were named but not used in 1rial,

Last Demaand: $440,000 during trial

Last Officr: $385,000 during trial

Verdice: Retumed July 20, 1995 for plainoff §1,300,000 with aceormionment of
Fault I00% w defendant; defendane’s modon for JINCV and new wrial denied:
appeal is pending,



