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ST. CLAIR COUNTY

(%) Doyle Duff v. Missoun Paeific Railroad

Cause #52--739, Judge: Hon. Mitton Wharton

Plaimi{s Atlorney: Drew Baebler, 500 Walnut, Sufte 520, St Louis, MO 63102-1137, phone #(314)
2417700 (Bauer & Baebier),

Defendant’s Aftormey: Thomas E Jones, 4343 W. Main, Belleville, IL 62223-5537, phone #(618) 277-
1000 (Walker & Willams).

Type of Claim: worker using heavy hammer over head injured back; plaimifl, about 35 years old at the
time, allaged he was an empioyes of Missourt Pacilic Truck Lines and Union Pacific Railroad
when he was attempting 1o sraighten bemt hinges on a trailer at the Dupo yard. Plaimiff claimed
there was a pothole in frort of the trailer and he was unable 10 position his truck near the trader
and perlorm the job safely. Rather, plainult had 1o swing a 10 pound sledgehammer over his
head in order to perfonm the task. Plainudt contendad delendant was negligent in failing to
mairmain a safe workplace for ts empicyees,

Defendamt Missouri Pactfic Raidroad denied that piairtiff was its employee and therefore
it was not plaintiffs FELA employer. Further, defendant disputed that it was responsible for
plaimtdf's pury and plaimti® should have asked for assistance in performing the job. Defendant
disputed the severty Of plaintif's alleged injury.

Injuries Alleged: one or mora hemiated discs in low back, not operated, total permanent disabilty;
medical specials: $4,500; wage loss: $20,000 + unspecified substantial future loss.

Pleintifs Expertt Dr. John Amot, Orthopedic Surgeon, expart, from St Louis, MO, by video depasition;
Cr. William Shishko, Osteopath, raating doctor from St Louts, MO, by video depostion; Quentin
Pickering, Railroad Safety, from St Louts, MO, live.

Defendant’s Expert: none

Last Demand: $80,000 before tnal, accarding to plairtifl’s attomey; $275,000 + paymers of $40,000

| outstanding worker's compensanon ben, before trial, accorcing to defendant’s aomey.

Last Offer: $5,000 before wial
Verdict: Retumed June 21, 1995 for plaintff S215.000; defendarxt filed motion for JNOV and new trial




